;chessfully launched her own Twitter
og.

“She’s already got more followers
than me,” laughed Horse.

It would need an entire Hollywood
film biopic to do justice to Scottish
singer songwriter Horse’s story. But
she agrees that in a way her career’s
highs and lows mirror the way the
music business has changed.

She’s performed with a band, gone
solo, written with a partner for 19
years and now has a new young band.
She appeared on legendary 80s show
The Tube. her voice survived a vocal
cord node and operation. She signed
to two major record companies, but
found the Gulf War and a change of
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set up her own record label.

Since then she has released a live
version of a solo concert she did with
the Scottish Chamber Orchestra,
album Hindsight and now Coming Up
For Air.

But recording it coincided with a
difficult time in Horse’s life as both
her father and mother died and the
deaths of a friend and family mem-
bers of those around her, also made
it a difficult time.

But Horse feels the losses were
turned into something positive by the
making of the album.

“That time seemed to be all about
losing loved ones, but I don’t think
the album is at all morbid or sad. I
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on a tour. 3

“I do two hours and I have some
very big songs and big notes and
afterwards I go out and meet peo-
ple, so I get really tired. But I like to
give folk value for money.”

Though there are plans for how
this year will pan out, Horse has
seen enough unexpected twists and
turns in her career to leave a little
room for the unknown.

“But in all honesty, as every year,
I don’t know.

“I've got a young band and they
are excited about this year. They're
in the first flush of excitement about
playing in a band but they’ve got
an established singer and an estab-
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lished audience. Sometimes when
we go on the atmosphere is almost
electric and I feel really energised
and I can’t wait to do it. I moan
afterwards that my back is sore!
“But 1 have had a resurgence.
This year is the 20th anniversary
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of the release of my first album
Under The Same Sky. It came out
on November 6, 1990 and towards
the end of the year I want to do
something with that. But towards
the end of the year, 1 would love to
see a couple of Under The Same Sky
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we did radio promotional stuff
and instores. I had people there
that liked me, but the perception
we have in our country of an art-
ist doing well in the US is very dif-
ferent from the reality. People we
think of as major artists here would
be nobody out there.”

Horse laughed: “I don’t think of
myself as a nobody, but I'd have to
go out there to win them over. And
there’s no point in diluting what you
are doing.

“I’'ve been doing this for 30 years
and I have eight albums of great
material. It would just take some-
thing like, as I said, Jonathon Ross
playing the single on his TV show,
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“Istill don’t feel I've lost my song-
writing bug. I feel I have been given
a gift and all I am doing is enjoying
it and passing it on.

“And with maturity, the goals are
very different. Money means noth-
ing to me, though I’'m not loaded.”

Horse revealed that though cre-
ated by the same designer, she’s got
an old black Volkswagen, rather
than a Porsche.

She laughed: “I don’t have a
Porsche, but for me it’s about hav-
ing enough money to continue. It’s
about finding the money to make
the next record.”
® Horse plays Ironworks, Inverness,
tonight (Thursday).




